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WITH: Amb. Bunker 1700 26 March 1968 

SUBJECT: Birthday greetings from the Ambassador 


I have just learned from reading our wireless file a very significant piece 
of information. I understand this is your 54th birthday. Congratulations 
and many happy returns of the day. 

(Mr. Ambassador, I receive this from you with a great deal of pleasure). 

(President Thieu invited me to lunch today and gave me an autographed 
picture of himself) (I appreciate your call and I must say I have never 
had a finer experience in working with any man than you. ) I can say this 
is mutual - I can tell you that. 

(Nothing of any consequence came out of the meeting with President Thieu. 

I welcomed the opportunity, because I took over some detailed troop programs 
which his staff had never familiarized him with and walked through the FY 68, 

FY 69 and projected FY 70 program. I discussed the philosophy and other 
details and got down to the units, showing the flexibility and pointed out that 
if he thought he could mobilize and train faster, then the program was susceptible 
to acceleration. I think he got a lot out of it. I also talked to him about my 
ideas on the Veterans' Program. We are making real headway. I told him 
about this in more detail - providing skills and jobs for the veterans. This 
whole program mounts a tremendous political value and as soon as it develops 
a head of stfeam, he should make it known to the country at large. We have 
already graduated some disabled veterans as qualified welders and have gotten 
jobs for them. Other than that it was just soldiers talk. President Thieu did 
mention that in his discussions during lunch with newsmen, they appeared not 
to know very much about S&D Oper ations and that he had tried to enlighten them). 
This is interesting. I have also had several newsmen to lunch and they state 
that the President is pretty impressive at these luncheons. 

(I have an interesting paper which I will bring to you within the next couple 
of days. It is an analysis which I initiated some weeks ago and I think would be 
very enlightening to you and which will probably answer some of the questions 
in your mind on troop deployments - why I have deployed troops hither and yon, 
etc.) 


Best wishes again. 







